






In the Absorbent Mind stage every child goes through four sensitive 

periods: 

Birth to 6 Language - This is how and when the child learns to 
speak. Attracted to human sounds, the young child, effortlessly, 

learns his own tongue and any other language he is exposed to on a 

regular basis. 

Birth to 4½ Order - During the sensitive period for order, a child 
has an intense need for repetition and orderliness in his environment. 

Just as a 2 year old may stop and straighten the pink tower, another 

child may exhibit his need for order by repeatedly washing a table. 

The child who spontaneously returns a misplaced piece of work to its 

original spot on the shelf is in the sensitive period for order. The need 

for external order fades and orderliness becomes internal as the child 

nears 4½ years old. 
Birth to 5 Movement - The child practices movement for the 

purpose of refining coordination. One child may carefully carry and 

balance glass pitchers on a tray in order to acquire grace in his body. 

A young child who carefully walks the crack in a sidewalk does so to 
see if he can rise to the challenge of coordinating his movements. 

Little fingers that adamantly refuse help to tie a shoe or open a milk 

jug display the innate desire for perfection in movement characteristic 

of this sensitive period. 

Years 3 - 4½ Refinement of Sensory Perception - It is during this 

period that the child is fascinated by things which stimulate the 
senses. The child cannot help but explore everything in the 

environment to learn about the color of things, how they look, how 

things feel or smell, and how things sound. 

As Aristotle said, "There is nothing in the mind that was not first in the 

senses." 

The Method 

The Prepared Environment 
The classroom and playground are prepared to suit the needs of 
each child. Materials are laid out in a logical, orderly manner. These 
materials are designed to attract the children to touch and explore. 

While in a sensitive period a child may work with a piece of material 
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over and over again. The child is free to do this for as long as he 

wishes, until the period has passed, and he no longer feels the 

attraction or the "need" to explore it. 

The Teacher's Role 

The teacher's role in the classroom is to observe each child and 

recognize when he passes in and out of sensitive periods. She 

prepares the classroom so the materials attract the child and meet 
his needs during these periods of sensitivity. In a personal or small 
group lesson, she invites the child to a demonstration on the use of 
the beautifully hand-crafted Montessori materials. 

The role of the assistant is to facilitate the smooth running of the 

class, helping both the teacher and the children when needed. Tie 
aprons, prepare snack, and help a child choose an activity are all 
tasks of the assistant. Both the teacher and assistant model 

respectful, caring behavior in the classroom at all times. 

The Materials 
The materials that make up "Practical Life" are reflective of the child's 

culture. The buckets, pitchers and towels for table washing will 

appear very American in the United States. In a Swiss or Taiwanese 

Montessori school, the trays and bowls for spooning will reflect those 

cultures. 

The many other classroom materials are unique to Montessori 

schools. Beautifully hand-crafted and very expensive, respect and 
care of the environment are an integral part of what the children 

learn. 

Each of the materials has a purpose for appearing on the shelf. 

From the ten cubes of the pink tower, the child learns the concept of 

grading from large to small. The brown stairs provide an opportunity 

for the child to explore the concept of thick to thin, and the red rods 
provide an introduction to the concept long to short. 
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